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Strange Days showcases nineteen of Thierry Bouffeteau’s extraordinary works. Delving into the 

themes of migrants and the pandemic, Bouffeteau explores the obsessions and fears that grip 

each of us today. Using a variety of mediums, the works currently on display in the 4m2 Gallery 

give a face to these abstract feelings and ideas, and encourage both contemplation and action.  

 

Created just for the 4m2 gallery, Deposizione / Deposition, currently on display in the Don Bosco 

courtyard, depicts the sad reality befallen many migrants trying to cross waters. The lifeless 

bodies of the drowned slowly settle into the depths of the seabed where their flesh and bones will 

nourish the beauty of the corals. Deposizione / Deposition is a striking reminder of the realities for 

many migrants. The effect is further enhanced by the fact that the work will gradually deteriorate 

from the elements thereby simulating the decomposition it is working to depict.  

 

Within the space of the Upper Reading room there are three painted gesso works. Part of a larger 

collection named Orizzonti / Horizons; these works reflect Bouffeteau’s concerns and hopes for 



the near future. The horizon is a metaphor for a personal, social, and existential near future. 

Inspired by two artists who explore the relationship between light and color, Turner and Rothko, 

Bouffeteau attempts to give shape to a line of fire, blurred yet prominent, as if questioning the 

possibility of a tomorrow. 

 

A set of three Silenzi Rossi / Red Silence, which comes from a larger collection, can be found in 

both the Upper Reading Room and the Aurelian Wing. The striking red color prominent in these 

works indicates irritation and infection. The vibrancy of the colors and rhythmic lines seen in these 

paintings make them appear to almost pulsate. While the nearly monochrome nature of these 

works evokes an almost paralysis or emotional silence. An existential immobility. The strong 

emotions reproduced in these two collections, Silenzi Rossi / Red Silence and Orizzonti / 

Horizons, reflect the obsession and fear brought about by the pandemic.  

 

In collaboration with John Cabot University’s 4m2 gallery, Strange Days reflects back at its 

viewers the fears and concerns that have been internalized for the past few years. The emotionally 

charged subject matter of Strange Days aims at stimulating a deeper awareness of the present 

situation and perhaps taking action. 

 

We are pleased to announce that the 4m2 Gallery is collaborating with STAND for the exhibition 

of Strange Days. Together we are collecting donations for the Casa Scalabrini, an organization 

focused on helping migrant populations in Rome.  

 

The artist would like to extend a special thanks to Eredi Baiocco for the plaster, and Fibre 

Excellence for the paper.  

 
  



  
 

Thierry Bouffeteau (1954, France) is an artist who uses metaphor and “transcendent” 

semantics to overcome didactic pathos and banal denunciation. Using a variety of 

materials and techniques, he strives to encapsulate the fears and concerns that 

surround the migrant communities and the pandemic in the hopes of inspiring 

contemplation and change.   

 
 
 


